
The Cristero Martyrs Shrine
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¡Viva Cristo Rey! 



1. St. José Sánchez del Río (1913-1928)

José Sánchez del Río was born on 28 March 1913 in 
Sahuayo, Michoacán, Mexico. Wanting to defend the 
faith and rights of Catholics, he followed in the 
footsteps of his two older brothers and asked his mother 
for permission to join the Cristeros. She objected, telling 
him that he was too young. "Mama", he replied, "do not 
let me lose the opportunity to gain Heaven so easily and 
so soon". 

On 5 February 1928 the young boy was captured during 
a battle and imprisoned in the church sacristy. In order 
to terrorize him, soldiers made him watch the hanging of 

one of the other captured Cristeros. But José encouraged the man, saying, "You 
will be in Heaven before me. Prepare a place for me. Tell Christ the King I shall be 
with him soon". 

In prison, he prayed the Rosary and sang songs of faith. 
He wrote a beautiful letter to his mother telling her that 
he was resigned to do God's will. José's father attempted 
to ransom his son, but was unable to raise the money in 
time. 

On 10 February 1928 the teenager was brutally tortured 
and the skin of the soles of his feet was sheered off; he 
was then forced to walk on salt, followed by walking 
through the town to the cemetery. The young boy 
screamed with pain but would not give in. 

At times the soldiers stopped him and said, "If you 
shout, "Death to Christ the King', we will spare your life". But he answered: 
"Long live Christ the King! Long live Our Lady of Guadalupe!". 

“I didn’t hear laments; I only heard the resigned voice of José. I saw the footprints 
of blood from the soles of his feet at the gate called Arregui that is on the street 
that leads to the cemetery; at the inn they also tortured him.…They brought him 
to the cemetery where first he was stabbed and then they gave him the final blow 
in the head,” a witness of the martyrdom testified.

Once at the cemetery, José was stabbed by the soldiers. With each strike, he 
shouted, “Long live Christ the King! Long live Holy Mary of Guadalupe!” Then a 
military leader shot him twice in the head, put his lifeless body in a small grave 
and covered him with dirt. It was 11:30 p.m. on February 10, 1928, one month 
short of his 15th birthday.  Canonized October 16, 2016, by Pope Francis. 



2. Bl. Miguel Agustín Pro (1891–1927)

Born in Guadalupe on January 13, 1891, Miguel Pro 
Juarez was one of 11 children. Miguel was, from an 
early age, intensely spiritual and equally intense in his 
mischievousness, frequently exasperating his family 
with his humor and practical jokes. As a child he had 
a daring precociousness that sometimes went too far, 
tossing him into near death accidents and illnesses. 
Miguel was particularly close to his older sister, and 
after she entered a cloistered convent he began to 
discern his own vocation, leading him to enter the 
Jesuit novitiate in El Llano, Michoacan at the age of 
20. He studied in Mexico until 1914 when a tidal
wave of governmental anti-Catholicism crashed down

upon Mexico, forcing the order to flee to Los Gates, California. He then taught in 
Nicaragua from 1919 until 1922. 

By the time Fr. Pro was ordained a priest in Enghien, Belgium in 1925, the 
political situation in Mexico had deteriorated: all Catholic churches were closed, 
bishops, priests, and religious were rounded up for deportation or imprisonment, 
and those caught trying to elude capture were shot. The celebration of the 
sacraments was punishable by imprisonment or death, and the Church was driven 
underground. Fr. Pro received permission from his superiors to return to Mexico 
incognito and to carry on his ministry undercover. Fr. Pro slipped into Mexico City 
and immediately began celebrating Mass and distributing the sacraments, often 
under imminent threat of discovery by a police force charged with the task of 
ferreting out hidden pockets of Catholicism. He became known throughout the city 
as the undercover priest who would show up in the middle of the night dressed as a 
beggar or a street sweeper to baptize infants, hear confessions, distribute 
Communion, or perform marriages. Several times, disguised as a policeman, he 
slipped unnoticed into the police headquarters itself to bring the sacraments to 
Catholic prisoners before their execution. Using clandestine meeting places, a 
wardrobe of disguises and coded messages to the underground Catholics, Fr. Pro 
carried on his priestly work for the Mexican faithful under his care. 



A failed attempt in November 1927 to 
assassinate the former President of 
Mexico which only wounded him 
provided the state with a pretext for 
arresting Fr. Pro with his brothers 
Humberto and Roberto. They were 
put in jail and held without trial for 
ten days, accused of the attempted 
assassination.  President Calles 
ordered Fr. Pro to be executed, 
ostensibly for his role in the 
assassination plot, but in reality for his 
defiance of the laws banning 
Catholicism. On November 23, as Fr. 
Pro walked from his cell to the prison 
courtyard, he blessed the firing squad 
and then knelt and prayed silently for 
a few moments. Refusing a blindfold, 
he stood, faced the firing squad, and 
with a crucifix in one hand and a 
rosary in the other, he held his arms 
outstretched in the form of a cross and 
in a loud, clear voice cried out, "May 
God have mercy on you! May God 

bless you! Lord, Thou knowest that I am innocent! With all my heart I forgive my 
enemies!" As the soldiers lifted their rifles, he exclaimed in a loud voice, "Viva 
Cristo Rey!" - "Long live Christ the King!" A volley rang out and Fr. Pro fell to the 
ground riddled with bullets. A solider stepped up and discharged his rifle at point 
blank range into the priest’s temple. Over 30,000 people attended his funeral 
procession. 

Beatified September 25, 1988, by Pope John Paul II. 



3. St. Cristóbal Magallanes Jara (1869–1927)

Cristóbal Magallanes Jara was born in 
Totatiche, Jalisco, Mexico, on July 
30, 1869. He was son of Rafael 
Magallanes Romero and Clara Jara 
Sanchez, who were farmers. He 
worked as a shepherd in his youth and 
enrolled in the Conciliar Seminary of 
San José in Guadalajara at the age of 
19. 
Cristóbal was ordained at the age of 
30 at Santa Teresa in Guadalajara in 
1899 and served as chaplain of the 
School of Arts and Works of the Holy 
Spirit in Guadalajara. He was then 
designated as the parish priest for his 
hometown of Totatiche, where he 
helped found schools and carpentry 
shops and assisted in planning for 
hydrological works, including the 
dam of La Candelaria. He took special 
interest in the evangelization of the 

local indigenous Huichol people and was instrumental in the foundation of the 
mission in the indigenous town of Azqueltán. 
When government decrees closed the seminary in Guadalajara in 1914, Magallanes 
offered to open a clandestine seminary in his parish. In July 1915, he opened the 
Auxiliary Seminary of Totatiche, which achieved a student body of 17 students by 
the following year and was recognized by the Archbishop of Guadalajara, José 
Francisco Orozco y Jiménez, who appointed a precept and two professors to the 
seminary. 
Accused of trying to incite rebellion, he was arrested on May 21, 1927, while en 
route to celebrate Mass at a farm. He gave away his few remaining possessions to 
his executioners, gave them absolution, and without a trial, he was killed four days 
later with Bl. Agustín Caloca Cortés in Colotlán, Jalisco. His last words to his 
executioners were "I die innocent, and ask God that my blood may serve to unite my 
Mexican brethren."  
Canonized by Pope John Paul II on May 21, 2000. 



4. St. Rodrigo Aguilar Alemán (1875–1927)

Rodrigo Aguilar Alemán was born on May 
13, 1875. After his seminary training in 
Ciudad Guzmán, Jalisco, he was ordained a 
priest in 1905. He was known for his 
literary abilities, writing both prose and 
poetry. He worked in various parishes. He 
was a Knight of Columbus and a member 
of Council 2330. He was the parish priest 
in Unión de Tula, Mexico. After a warrant 
was issued for his arrest, he took refuge at 
the Colegio de San Ignacio in Ejutla, where 
he continued to celebrate Mass and 
administer the sacraments. Rather than 
escape when soldiers arrived, Father 
Aguilar Alemán remained at the seminary 
to burn the list of seminary students, and 
thus protect them from being known. 
On October 28, 1927, the day after his 
arrest, Father Alemán was led to the main 
plaza of Ejutla for execution by hanging. 
He blessed his captors and gave them his 

pardon, giving his rosary to one of the executioners. His captors decided to toy 
with Father Alemán and put his convictions to the test. They told  him that he 
could save his life if he renounced his convictions by shouting "Long live the 
Supreme Government!" After placing the noose on his neck from the rope hanging 
on a mango tree, a soldier asked him coarsely, "Long live who?" Father Alemán 
confidently responded, "Cristo Rey y la Virgen de Guadalupe!" 
The soldiers repeated the process again, giving the priest several chances to recant 
his Catholic faith, first tightening, then loosening the noose around his neck, 
asking each time they dropped him to the ground, "Long live who?"
But instead of renouncing his faith and pledging allegiance to the government, 
which would have spared his life, Father Alemán boldly gasped the same answer 
each time, "Cristo Rey y la Virgen de Guadalupe!" — until finally he was lifted 
high on the mango tree and died.  
Canonized by Pope John Paul II on May 21, 2000. 



5. St. Mateo Correa Magallanes (1866–1927)

Mateo Correa Magallanes (also 
known as Mateo Correa) was 
born on July 23, 1866, in 
Tepechitlán, Zacatecas, 
Mexico. He was a Knight of 
Columbus of Council 2140.  
He attended the seminary at 
Zacatecas on a scholarship, in 
1881. He was ordained as 
priest in 1893 at the age of 27.  
As a young priest, he gave first 
communion to Bl. Miguel Pro 
who also became a priest and 
was later martyred. Fr. Correa 
was assigned as a parish priest 
to Concepción del Oro in 
1898, and then to Colotlán in 
1908. Following the 
government's repression of the 
Catholic Church in 1910, he 
went into hiding. He was 
assigned to Valparaíso in 
1926. 
In 1927, during the 
government's continuing 

persecution, Correa was arrested by soldiers as he was bringing Viaticum to a 
woman invalid. Accused of being part of the armed Cristero defense, he was 
jailed in Zacatecas, and then in Durango. On February 5, 1927, Correa was asked 
by General Eulogio Ortiz to hear the confessions of some imprisoned members of 
the Cristeros. Correa agreed to administer the Sacrament of Confession to these 
prisoners, but afterward Ortiz demanded to know what the condemned prisoners 
had confessed. Correa refused. Ortiz then pointed a gun at Correa's head and 
threatened him with immediate death. Correa continued to refuse, and at dawn on 
February 6, 1927, he was taken to the cemetery on the outskirts of Durango and 
shot through the head. 
Canonized by Pope John Paul II on May 21, 2000. 



6. St. Toribio Romo González (1900–1928)

Toribio was born on April 
16, 1900, to peasant 
farmers Juana González 
Romo and Patricio Romo 
Pérez in the ranchería of 
Santa Ana de Guadalupe, 
located about 11 
kilometers from the 
municipal seat of 
Jalostotitlán, Jalisco. He 
had two siblings: a sister, 
María, and a younger 
brother, Román, who 
would also go on to 
become a priest. 
Though initially countered 
by his parents, in 1912, at 
age thirteen, he entered the 
Auxiliary Seminary of San 
Juan de los Lagos, before 
transferring to the Major 
Diocesan Seminary of 
Guadalajara in 1920. He 
was created a deacon on 
September 22, 1922, and 
ordained a priest a few 
months later, on December 

23, at the age of twenty-two, after being granted a dispensation due to his 
exceedingly young age. He celebrated his first public mass on January 5, 1923. 
Toribio's ministry was characterized by a heavy emphasis on catechesis to the 
poor, as well as the centrality of the eucharist to Christian life. During his brief 
priesthood, he served in parishes in the towns of Sayula, Tuxpan, Yahualica and 
Cuquío, all of them in his native state of Jalisco. 
Starting in November 1926, after a revolt in the town of Cuquío against the anti-
clerical persecutions of Mexican president Plutarco Elías Calles, he was forced to 
take up an itinerant lifestyle along with St. Justino Orona Madrigal, the parish 
priest of Cuquío. After relocating almost a dozen times, his final residence was the 



rural settlement of Agua Caliente, in the outskirts of the town of Tequila, where he 
was sent to hide and was offered refuge by a local landowner. There, he was 
joined by his brother and sister, and he continued to secretly carry out his priestly 
ministry from an abandoned distillery and by visiting parishioners in the town of 
Tequila by night. 
On Friday, February 24, 1928, he spent his day organizing the parish registry. 
Two days before he had sent his brother away to safety. Toribio finished his work 
in the early hours of February 25 and went to bed. An hour later, government 
troops arrived and broke into the bedroom where he was sleeping. One of the 
soldiers reportedly shouted: "Here is the priest, kill him!" He said, "Here I am, but 
you do not have to kill me." Before he could say any more, a shot rang out with 
cheers of "Kill the priest!"

The wounded Toribio rose from his bed and took a few steps before a second 
bullet caused him to fall into the arms of his sister, who cried in a loud voice: 
"Courage, Father Toribio...merciful Christ, receive him! Long live Christ the 
King!" 
Canonized by Pope John Paul II on May 21, 2000. 



Pope Benedict XVI issued an Apostolic Letter declaring the following individuals "blessed" 
and establishing their memorial feast on 20 November. November 20 is the official 
anniversary in the Mexican civil calendar of the start of the Mexican Revolution, with the 
promulgation of the Plan of San Luis Potosí in 1910 by Francisco Madero.  

7. Bl. José Luciano Ezequiel Huerta Gutiérrez (1876-1927)

José Luciano Ezequiel Huerta 
Gutiérrez was born on 6 January 
1876, in Magdalena, Jalisco, 
Mexico. He was an organist with a 
great gift for music and had a 
beautiful tenor voice that could have 
given him a career as an opera 
singer; but he said that his voice was 
dedicated to the service of God. 
Ezequiel married in 1904 and had 10 
children. He was very devoted to the 
Blessed Sacrament and even with 
such a large family, always found the 
resources to give to the needy. 
On the morning of 2 April 1927 he 
was arrested; he had just paid his 
respects to the lifeless body of Bl. 
Anacleto González Flores. He was 
questioned about the whereabouts of 
his two priest brothers, about his two 
oldest sons, and the Cristeros.  
Ezequiel refused to talk, so he was 

tortured until he was unconscious. When he regained consciousness, he expressed 
his pain by singing with all his might: "My Christ lives, my King lives". For this, 
he received more beatings until he could not utter a single sound. 
The following morning, he was led at dawn with his brother Bl. Salvador Huerta 
Gutiérrez to the cemetery of Mezquitán, where they were both killed. 
Ezequiel's wife heard the shots from her home and although she did not know that 
her husband was one of the victims, she gathered her children around her and said: 
"My children, let us recite the Rosary for these poor people who have just been 
shot". 



8. Bl. Miguel Gómez Loza (1888-1928)

Miguel Gómez Loza was born 
on 11 August 1888 in 
Tepatitlán, Jalisco, Mexico. 
From a young age he had a 
strong love for God and a 
great devotion to the Blessed 
Mother. 

When he was 26, Miguel 
entered the University of 
Morelos where he earned a 
law degree, and eventually 
opened an office in Arandas 
as an attorney. 

In 1915 he became a member 
of the ACJM, and in 1919 he 
established a national 
congress of Catholic workers 
to unify industry workers, 
commercial employees, and 
agricultural laborers. He also 
worked tirelessly to defend 
the rights of the needy, which 
caused him to be arrested 59 
times for organizing protests 
against the Government. 

In 1922 Miguel married María Guadalupe Sánchez Barragán and they had three 
children. 

Miguel joined the "National League for the Defense of Religious Freedom" in 
1927, but believed in non-violence in order to resist the persecution. After the 
death of Bl. Anacleto, he was appointed by Catholics as Governor of Jalisco 
and strove by all the means at his disposal to defend liberty and justice. 

By March of 1928, Miguel was living on a ranch near Atotonilco. On 21 March, 
federal forces who had been hunting for him discovered his whereabouts; he was 
executed by firing squad the same day. 



9. Bl. Leonardo Perez Larios (1883-1927)
Leonardo Pérez Larios 
was born on 28 
November 1883, in 
Lagos di Moreno, 
Jalisco, Mexico. He 
never married and 
although he desired to 
become a priest, he 
was unable to do so 
because of his 
responsibility to care 
for his two sisters and 
maintain the family. 
A deeply religious 
man, Leonardo 
belonged to a Marian 
group whose members 
made a vow of 
chastity and met each 
week for Eucharistic 
adoration. 
Leonardo was 
arrested in the home 
of the Alba sisters, 
after having 
participated in Holy 
Mass and a Holy Hour 
organized by Fr Solá. 
When soldiers entered 
the home and 
discovered Fr Solá, 
they mistook 

Leonardo for a priest because he was dressed in black and was very devout. He 
declared that he was not a priest, but that he was Roman Catholic. 
Leonardo was taken away to be martyred in Rancho de San Joaquín on 25 
April 1927, together with Bl. Fr Rangel and Bl. Fr Solá y Molist. 



10.        Bl. Anacleto González Flores (1888-1927)

Anacleto González Flores 
was born on 13 July 1888, 
in Tepatitlán, Jalisco, 
Mexico. He was greatly 
involved in social and 
religious activities and was 
an enthusiastic member of 
the Catholic Association of 
Young Mexicans (ACJM). 
He taught classes in 
catechism, was dedicated to 
works of charity and wrote 
articles and books with a 
Christian spirit. In 1922, he 
married María Concepción 
Guerrero and they had two 
children. 

By 1926, the situation in 
Mexico had worsened and 
Anacleto, who up until this 
time had advocated passive, 
non-violent resistance, 
joined the cause of the 
National League for the 
Defence of Religious 
Freedom upon learning of 
the murder of four members 
of the ACJM.  

In January 1927, guerrilla warfare spread throughout Jalisco and from his many 
hiding places Anacleto wrote and sent bulletins and studied major strategies.  

The young man was captured on the morning of 1 April 1927, he was arrested in 
the home of the Vargas González family, along with Luis Padilla and two brothers, 
Jorge and Ramón Vargas González. He was led to the Colorado barracks and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anacleto_Gonz%C3%A1lez_Flores


cruelly tortured: he was hung by his thumbs and flogged, the soles of his feet were 
sliced with knives, and with a blow from a rifle, his torturers dislocated his 
shoulder. In spite of it all, Anacleto remained firm and refused to reveal the 
information they sought: the names of the members of the armed movement in 
Jalisco, and the whereabouts of the Archbishop of Guadalajara. “I do not know; 
and if I knew, I would not tell you,” he responded calmly. The federals did a 
simulation of a “summary war council” and condemned him to death by being 
shot. Anacleto received the news serenely: “I will only say one thing: that I have 
worked selflessly to defend the cause of Jesus Christ and His Church. You may kill 
me, but know that this cause will not die with me.” Then, turning to General 
Ferreira, who had ordained his death, he stated: “General, I forgive you from my 
heart. Very soon we shall stand before the tribunal of God. The same Judge who 
will judge me will also judge you; know that you will have in me an intercessor 
before God.” The squad was hesitant to fire, but in the end the discharge was 
heard. Anacleto, still alive, managed to cry out: “I die, but God does not die. Long 
live Christ the King!” His last words.  He was shot with the Bl. Vargas González 
brothers and Bl. Luis Padilla Gómez, April 1, 1927.  He was 38 years old.  

I know only too well that what is beginning now for us is a Calvary. We 
must be ready to take up and carry our crosses…I who am here 
responsible for the decisions of all, feel a sacred obligation not to 
deceive anyone.  If one of you should ask me what sacrifice I am asking 
of you in order to seal the pact we are going to celebrate, I will tell you 
in two words: your blood.   

If you want to proceed, stop dreaming of places of honor, military 
triumphs, braid, luster, victories, and authority over others. Mexico 
needs a tradition of blood in order to ensure its free life of tomorrow. 
For that work, my life is available, and for that tradition I ask yours. 

-Blessed Anacleto González Flores

(Bailey, ¡Viva Cristo Rey!: The Cristero Rebellion and the Church-
State Conflict in Mexico, p. 109.) 



1. José Sánchez del Río (1913-1928). Canonized 16 October 2016 by Pope Francis. 

Beatified 20 November 2005 by Pope Benedict XVI:
2. Anacleto González Flores (1888-1927)
3. José Dionisio Luis Padilla Gómez

(1899-1927)
4. Jorge Ramon Vargas González (1899-1927)
5. Ramón Vicente Vargas González (1905-1927)
6. José Luciano Ezequiel Huerta Gutiérrez 

(1876-1927)
7. Salvador Huerta Gutiérrez (1880-1927)

8. Miguel Gómez Loza (1888-1928)
9. Luis Magaña Servín (1902-1927)
10. Darío Acosta Zurita (1908-1931)
11. Jose Trinidad Rangel Montano

(1887-1927)
12. Andreas Sola y Molist, C.F.M.

(1895-1927)
13. Leonardo Perez Larios (1883-1927)

Canonized 21 May 2000 by Pope John Paul II:

14. Cristóbal Magallanes Jara (1869–1927)
15. Román Adame Rosales (1859–1928)
16. Rodrigo Aguilar Alemán (1875–1927)
17. Julio Álvarez Mendoza (1866–1927)
18. Luis Batis Sáinz (1870–1926)
19. Agustín Caloca Cortés (1898–1927)
20. Mateo Correa Magallanes (1866–1927)
21. Atilano Cruz Alvarado (1901–1928)
22. Miguel De La Mora (1874–1927)
23. Pedro Esqueda Ramirez (1897–1927)
24. Margarito Flores García (1899–1927)
25. José Isabel Flores Varela (1866–1927)
26. David Galván Bermudes (1882–1915)

27. Salvador Lara Puente (1905–1926)
28. Pedro de Jesús Maldonado Lucero

(1892–1937)
29. Jesús Méndez Montoya (1880–1928)
30. Manuel Moralez (1898–1926)
31. Justino Orona Madrigal (1877–1928)
32. Sabas Reyes Salazar (1879–1927)
33. José María Robles Hurtado (1888–1927)
34. David Roldán Lara (1907–1926)
35. Toribio Romo González (1900–1928)
36. Jenaro Sánchez Delgadillo (1886–1927)
37. Tranquilino Ubiarco Robles (1899–1928)
38. David Uribe Velasco (1888–1927)

39. Mateo Elías Nieves Castillo (1882-1928). Beatified 12 October 1997 by Pope John Paul II.
40. Miguel Agustín Pro (1891–1927). Beatified 25 September 1988 by Pope John Paul II.

Plures efficimur, quotiens metimur a vobis: semen 
est sanguis Christianorum.   
(We multiply when you reap us. The blood of Christians is seed.) 

-Tertullian, Apologeticus (197 A.D.)

The Cristero Martyrs

Bold: displayed at the shrine
Underline: relics present at the shrine
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¡Viva la Virgen de Guadalupe!

Please feel free to take this home with you.




